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Church Family, 
 

During the sermon Sunday morning we were reminded in Philippians 3:20 that our citizenship is in heaven, from which we eagerly wait for 

a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ! Sunday evening at the conclusion of our worship service we received the tragic news that Todd Krodle 

had died in the line of duty as a firefighter. The unexpected loss of a loved one like Todd reminds us that this world is not our real home 

and the pain that we feel as part of this kind of loss compels us to say “Come quickly for us Lord Jesus, come quickly!”  

Human words can never soothe our grief in the face of unexpected loss. But as we read the Words of God we see in the patriarch Abra-

ham how to grieve and deal with the tragic loss of a loved one. When I read about the death of Abraham’s beloved Sarah, I learn three 

things about grieving in the valley of the shadow of death. First of all weeping is respected in the valley of the shadow of death. In Genesis 

23:2, it says Sarah died . . . and Abraham went to mourn for Sarah and to weep for her! When we are in the valley of the shadow of death 

we need to accept the ministry from our tears. Abraham mourned and part of his grieving involved the shedding of tears over the tragic 

loss of his beloved Sarah. Our tears not only are a form of ministry (meeting a need in our life), but our tears also affirm a message to our 

hearts. Whenever we experience the loss of a loved one our tears affirm the message of grace being applied to our soul! Abraham 

mourned and wept for Sarah (Genesis 23:2). 

Weeping is not only respected in the valley of the shadow of death but witnessing is received in the valley of the shadow of death. Accord-

ing to Genesis 23:3-4 Abraham rose or stood up from his dead spouse’s body and spoke to the sons of Heth, saying “I am a stranger and 

sojourner among you . . .” I believe that Abraham gave witness to the fact that his sorrow though very real was just temporary and that his 

sojourn on this earth was temporary as well (our citizenship is in heaven)! The sons of Heth needed to hear about the faith and hope that 

Sarah died with and that Abraham lived with! The burial of Sarah was the perfect place for Abraham to weep and to witness in front of 

those who were present. 

Weeping is respected in the valley, witnessing is received in the valley and walking is required whenever we are in the valley of the shad-

ow of death. I don’t know if anyone ever “gets over” the tragic loss of a loved one but we can get “through” the valley of the shadow of 

death one step at a time. The Psalmist said even though I WALK THROUGH the valley of the shadow of death (Psalm 23:4). Whenever 

we experience the tragic death of a loved one we get through the valley simply by walking one step at a time. It may seem like a long val-

ley but we will fear no evil because the Lord is with us and one day we will dwell in the house of the Lord forever! 

 I am looking forward to seeing you Sunday and I will once again be swinging the two-edged sword!  

Brother Bobby 

Epistles The Law History Psalms Poetry Prophecy Gospels 

Sunday, 8/21 

1 Tim 4-6 

Monday, 8/22 

Num 5-8 

Tuesday, 8/23 

I Chr 10-14 

Wednesday, 8/24 

Psalm 99-101 

Thursday, 8/25 

Proverbs 19 

Friday, 8/26 

Hosea 1-7 

Saturday, 8/27 

John 7-9 

Daily Bible Readings for the Week of Aug 21-Aug 27 

GriefShare will NOT meet this week, August 18. 
Sessions will resume the following  

week, August 25 
 

Bible Study Enrollment 1689 

Bible Study Attendance 684 

Offsite Bible Study Attendance 155 

Total Bible Study Attendance 839 

Worship Attendance 631 

Received Sunday $ 35,085.52 

Weekly Requirements $34,619.00 

Received to Date $ 1,149,541.37 

Required to Date $ 1,142,427.00 

Building Fund 

Received Sunday $ 963.00 

Faith Offering 

Received Sunday $ 2,036.00 

Received to Date $ 50,842.18 

Last Week’s Numbers 

Begins Sunday, August 21 at 3:30 

Room B206 

$100 

Space is limited to the first 10 families who sign up.  Please 

call the church office  to reserve childcare (903.455.2970). 

We need another van route and 4 drivers who can rotate on 
Sunday mornings on a monthly basis to pick up families who 
have transportation needs.  Please contact our bus ministry 

director, Dee Sindle. 



 

 

 

 

Thank you, Lord for answering our prayers for rain!  It 
was such a blessing. About two weeks ago, I sent out letters 
to our church nursing home residents and also our assisted 
living residents. I asked them to pray on that next Monday at 
2:00 for rain and cooler weather. THANK YOU to those pray-
er warriors for responding in prayer. The rain fell and so did 
the temperatures! They are a great bunch of prayer warriors 
and we need to use them anytime we can to intercede to the 

Lord for us and our church. 

Also, anyone who is 55+ and would like to receive the month-
ly senior adult newsletter, The Whatchamacallit, please call 

the church office to get signed up (903.455.2970). 

Bro. Royce 

 
 

BLUE BELL EXTRAVAGANZA!!!
Sunday, August 21,  

after the evening service 

THIS Sunday morning is the deadline 
to sign up for the  

Blue Bell Extravaganza! 
 

Ladies… 
This Sunday is the LAST Sunday to sign 
up for the RefresHer! 

There was a Revival meeting in Texline, Texas.  It is one of the most out of the way places in the whole world.  It is in the north-
west corner of the tip of Texas on the border of Oklahoma and New Mexico.  It is known for few things and was a hard place to 
eke out a living from the land.  Only about 300 people in the whole community.  Bro. John Hicks had come into the community to 
preach that series of messages and stayed with a humble, but believing family there.  During that week of revival one little boy 

was saved.  His name was Wally.   
 

Many might have wondered about how worthwhile that week of ministry was.  However, Wally, always thought it was worthwhile.  
You probably know him as W. A. Criswell, Pastor of First Baptist Church of Dallas, Texas for 50 years, and founder of Criswell 
College.  He published 54 books and received 8 honorary doctor degrees and his ministry led thousands of people to Christ.  I am 

glad someone brought him to the Revival. 
 

The events of last week hit close to home and remind us how fragile life is and how important it is to CARE about the things that 

matter the most in the end. 
 

I hope you will take advantage of the opportunities during our 2 weeks of Revival to invite a family member, friend, work associ-
ate, neighbor, or anyone the Lord may lay on your heart.  Who knows what may be written 50 years from now because YOU 

CARED. 
 

“Who CARES?” Sunday in Bible Study is August 28th.   

Call  And Reach  Everyone 
 

You Are Loved, 

Bro. Kelly 

As we have already sent some of our students off to college and 
our youth get ready to go back to school, I think it is time to 
pause and reflect on the fact that God places us right where we 
are supposed to be. Each one of our students has a sphere of 
influence ranging from close friends to people that are simply 
around them in the halls on a daily basis. This is our Jerusalem 
(Acts 1:8). It is their decisions as to how to handle those around 
them. My prayer is that our students move from being a person 
in the crowd or “fan” of Christ and move to being a faithful and 
passionate follower of Christ. There is really no better mission 

field than that of a school. 
 

This is also true for our adults, whether you are an hourly work-
er, a business man, or a stay-at-home mother. There are people 
whom God has placed in your life. Be sure to reach out to them. 
You will be amazed about how God uses you when you open 

yourself up to being used by Him. 
 

Don’t forget: BACK TO SHOOL BASH; Wednesday, August 31, 

at 5:30! 

Will 

School is right around the corner!  Now is the time to pray for 
our schools in our community and surrounding communities.  
We are honored as a church to have a lot of school teachers, 
administrators, and school volunteers in our congregation.  
Please take a moment to look at the bulletin board either up 
stairs or by the nursery to see all of the school teachers from 

our church.  Please pray for them and their families.   

This past Thursday, we had a great opportunity to show our 
love “across the street,” to one of our elementary schools, 
Carver.  They had a teacher in-service (workday) and we 
were able to feed them.  Many of you volunteered to bring 
desserts.  Thank you.   We are so excited to be able to part-
ner with them for this school year.  Most schools have a par-
ent organization that helps with meals, gifts, and supplies for 
the teachers.  Unfortunately, Carver does not have a parent 
organization.  Some of our very own church members are 
teachers there.  The principal, Shelia Thrash, is very excited 
that we want to help this school out by praying and serving in 
any way we can.  One of the ways we can pray for them is by 
signing up to be prayer partners with a specific teacher.  I 
have a list at the sign up table in the atrium if you would like to 
be their prayer partner.  This means that you will write them 
notes of encouragement, give them small gifts, and pray for 
them each week.  Just bring it to the church office or to the 
nursery on Sundays or Wednesdays and we will deliver them 
each week on Thursday.  There are so many opportunities for 
us as a church to rally around this school.  I will keep you 
posted of all of the possibilities.  Thank you for ministering to 

our community.   

 

August 21  Children’s Promotion Sunday!!! 

August 22- First day of school for most children 

August 24-  First Night of AWANA-  enrolling now!!! 

August 28-  “Who Cares” High Attendance Sunday 

August 28-31- Revival with a Children’s night on the 31st 

August 30- Parents Day Out Open House (now enrolling) 

September 1- First Official Day of Parents Day Out 

 

Connecting Kids with Christ, 

Want to see some recent videos of our 

worship services?   

Go to www.vimeo.com/htbc. 

PRECEPT BIBLE STUDY 

Taught by Lora Senger 
1 Peter: How to Stand Firm in the Trials of Life 

Thursdays: 9:30-11:30 am and again at 6:30-8:30 pm 

Class begins September 8 

Workbook cost: $21… Sign up in the atrium! 

Tentative Revival Schedule 

Aug 28, Sunday    WHO CARES High Attendance in  

   Bible Study 

 5:00 pm  Super Sunday Family Night (Build  

   Your Own Sundae) 

 6:00 pm  Worship Service 
 

Aug 29, Monday  

 6:00 pm  Women’s Event 

 7:00 pm  Worship Service 
 

Aug 30, Tuesday  

 6:00 pm   Men’s Event 

 7:00 pm  Worship Service 
 

Aug 31, Wednesday  

 6:00 pm  Youth Event & Children’s Event 

 7:00 pm  Worship Service 

From Steve Parish: 
Come join us for Floyd’s 90th birthday! We are so happy to have 
our dad here and still in such fine form. For over 60 years he’s 
been there to guide us and serve as a role model. Please join 
our family in the HTBC gym as we celebrate this joyous occa-
sion. Come prepared to share your stories about a man we call 
DAD, but one who answers to many other names. We’ll be serv-

ing Big Baby’s BBQ from 12-2 pm (August 20) . No gifts please. 

August 21...5:00 pm...IMPORTANT MEETING… All new 
and returning Bible Study teachers & leaders (from Nurse-
ry to Senior Adults) are encouraged to attend this im-
portant meeting with Bro. Kelly (room B103). 


